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passed in 2010, it has undergone 70 sig-
nificant changes through either acts of
Congress, administrative actions, or
the U.S. Supreme Court. Let me repeat
that. ObamaCare has been changed a
total of 70 times—in many cases
through unilateral action—in order to
protect the American people from its
damaging effects.

I am as convinced today as I was 7
years ago when I stood on this floor to
propose the first Republican amend-
ment to ObamaCare that this law is
the wrong approach to health care re-
form.

The bill T am reintroducing today
would create policies that empower pa-
tients and doctors to take charge of
their health care decisions, including
by ensuring no one is priced out of the
market, including individuals with pre-
existing conditions; building on and ex-
panding health savings accounts and
other models to drive down costs; es-
tablishing age-adjusted tax credits for
health insurance; equalizing tax treat-
ment of employer-sponsored plans and
plans purchased by individuals by let-
ting individuals buy health insurance
with pretax dollars; enhancing cov-
erage options by letting small business
owners band together across State
lines through association health plans
to create more affordable and com-
prehensive health care; letting con-
sumers buy insurance across State
lines; curbing defensive medicine and
lawsuit abuse through tort reform; and
making coverage more affordable by
enabling individuals to own their in-
surance, like a 401(k) plan, so they can
take it with them across State lines
and if they change jobs. That only
makes sense.

Americans deserve an alternative to
the mandates, high costs, and bureau-
cratic mess that have been created by
ObamaCare. The Empowering Patients
First Act would repeal ObamaCare
once and for all and replace it with
health care reform that gives patients,
families, and doctors the power to
make medical decisions—not bureau-
crats in Washington.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  367—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. WARNER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. CoONS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. CASEY,
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. REs. 367

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are trained in skilled
professions;
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Whereas, according to the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers, 80 percent of re-
spondents indicated a moderate to severe
shortage of qualified skilled production em-
ployees, including front-line workers such as
machinists, operators, craft workers, dis-
tributors, and technicians;

Whereas career and technical education
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“‘CTE”) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers
are ready, willing, and capable of holding
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand
career fields such as science, technology, en-

gineering, mathematics, nursing, allied
health, construction, information tech-
nology, energy sustainability, and many

other career fields that are vital in keeping
the United States competitive in the global
economy;

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet
the very real and immediate challenges of
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness;

Whereas approximately 14,000,000 students
are enrolled in CTE across the country with
CTE programs in nearly 1,300 public high
schools and 1,700 2-year colleges;

Whereas of the 20 fastest growing occupa-
tions—

(1) 10 require an associate’s degree or a de-
gree with fewer requirements;

(2) 13 with the largest numbers of new jobs
projected require on-the-job training, an as-
sociate’s degree, or a certificate; and

(3) nearly all require real-world skills that
can be mastered through CTE;

Whereas CTE matches employability skills
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework
leading to industry-recognized credentials
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult
learners;

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing,
high-demand fields;

Whereas CTE students were significantly
more likely than non-CTE student to report
having developed problem-solving, project
completion, research, math, college applica-
tion, work-related, communication, time
management, and critical thinking skills
during high school; and

Whereas students at schools with highly
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams have significantly higher achievement
in reading, mathematics, and science than
students at schools with less integrated pro-
grams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 2016 as ‘‘Career and
Technical Education Month’ to celebrate ca-
reer and technical education across the
United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career
and Technical Education month;

(3) recognizes the importance of career and
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United
States; and

(4) encourages educators, counselors, and
administrators to promote career and tech-
nical education as an option to students.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  368—SUP-
PORTING EFFORTS BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF COLOMBIA TO PUR-
SUE PEACE AND THE END OF
THE COUNTRY'S ENDURING IN-
TERNAL ARMED CONFLICT AND
RECOGNIZING UNITED STATES
SUPPORT FOR COLOMBIA AT
THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PLAN COLOMBIA

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
CORKER, and Mr. KAINE) submitted the

S741

following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 368

Whereas, on October 1, 2000, President Wil-
liam Clinton, having worked with the sup-
port of Republican majorities in the United
States Senate and the United States House
of Representatives, commenced implementa-
tion of the first United States foreign assist-
ance package in support of Plan Colombia;

Whereas Plan Colombia has received stead-
fast commitments from the administrations
of Presidents William Clinton, George W.
Bush, and Barack Obama, and continuously
has been strengthened by broad bipartisan
support in the United States Congress;

Whereas the TUnited States Congress,
through Plan Colombia, has appropriated
more than $9,000,000,000 in foreign assistance
to support initiatives of the Government of
Colombia to combat the illicit narcotics
trade and terrorism, confront irregular
armed actors, advance democratic govern-
ance, promote economic growth, defend
human rights, and pursue a strategy towards
sustainable peace;

Whereas the Government of Colombia,
throughout the administrations of Presi-
dents Andrés Pastrana, Alvaro Uribe, and
Juan Manuel Santos, has made investments
in Plan Colombia and carried out trans-
formational efforts to consolidate domestic
security, socioeconomic development, and
the rule of law that far exceed those con-
tributions made by the United States;

Whereas the United States and Colombia
have forged a resolute bond through the im-
plementation of Plan Colombia, which has
been bolstered by the support of hundreds of
thousands of Colombian-Americans and their
contribution to American life;

Whereas, over the past 15 years, levels of
crime and violence have subsided sharply in
Colombia, with annual per capita homicide
rates declining from 62 per 100,000 people in
1999 to 27 per 100,000 people in 2014, and the
annual number of Kkidnappings decreasing
from more than 3,000 in 1999 to less than 300
in 2014;

Whereas the alignment of improved secu-
rity and sound economic policies has trans-
lated into steady growth in Colombia’s Gross
Domestic Product, which increased from
$86,000,000,000 in 1999 to more than
$377,000,000,000 in 2014, and led to greater For-
eign Direct Investment, which grew from
$1,500,000,000 in 1999 to one of the highest in
Latin America at $16,000,000,000 in 2014;

Whereas the Government of Colombia has
made impressive strides in reducing poverty
during the last 15 years, with the poverty
rate decreasing from 64 percent in 1999 to 28.5
percent in 2014, according to the World Bank;

Whereas, since 1999, the Government of Co-
lombia has expanded the presence of the
state across all 32 territorial departments,
has contributed to the professionalism of the
Colombian judiciary, and has improved the
capacity of the Colombian Army, Navy, Air
Force, and National Police;

Whereas, in November 2012, the Govern-
ment of Colombia entered into talks to nego-
tiate an end to the country’s enduring con-
flict with the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC), a guerilla movement
that has ties to the illicit narcotics trade,
has kidnapped Colombian and United States
civilians, and has been designated by the
United States Department of State as a For-
eign Terrorist Organization;

Whereas a half-century of conflict has
taken a devastating toll on Colombia’s civil-
ian population, has claimed the lives of more
than 220,000 people, and has left more than
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6,500,000 people internally displaced, accord-
ing to the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees;

Whereas the internal armed conflict has
victimized all Colombians, including women,
children, and Afro-descendant and indige-
nous peoples, and has led to the repeated tar-
geting of leading representatives of civil so-
ciety, including trade unionists, journalists,
human rights defenders, and other commu-
nity activists;

Whereas efforts to achieve lasting peace in
Colombia must address the hardships faced
by victims of the armed conflict, as exempli-
fied by the Government of Colombia’s Law
on Victims and Restitution of Land of 2011;

Whereas the prospects for national rec-
onciliation and sustainable peace in Colom-
bia rely on the effective delivery of justice
for victims of the conflict and the ability to
hold accountable and appropriately punish
perpetrators of serious violations of human
rights and international humanitarian law;
and

Whereas a potential accord between the
Government of Colombia and the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)
represents an opportunity to end the endur-
ing conflict in Colombia and bring peace to
the Americas: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the unwavering support of the
Government and people of the United States
for the people of Colombia in their pursuit of
peace and their aspiration to live in a coun-
try free of violent conflict;

(2) commends efforts to bring an end to Co-
lombia’s enduring internal armed conflict;

(3) maintains its commitment to the vic-
tims of Colombia’s armed conflict and urges
the negotiating parties to forge an agree-
ment that holds accountable perpetrators of
serious violations of human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law and ensures that
they are appropriately punished;

(4) encourages the Government of Colom-
bia to promote informed public debate about
the details of a potential peace accord in ad-
vance of voter ratification;

(5) encourages the Secretary of State to de-
velop a comprehensive, multiyear strategy
to ensure the successful implementation and
sustainability of a potential peace accord in
Colombia, if such an accord is endorsed by
the Colombian people, and further strength-
en the close bilateral partnership shared by
the Governments of the United States and
Colombia; and

(6) reaffirms its commitment to continued
partnership between the United States and
Colombia on issues of mutual security, in-
cluding counternarcotics cooperation, com-
bating transnational organized crime, and
ensuring justice for those who have caused
indelible harm to our populations.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 369—AFFIRM-
ING THE IMPORTANCE OF STU-
DENT DATA PRIVACY AND REC-
OGNIZING DIGITAL LEARNING
DAY

Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 369

Whereas, on February 17, 2016, Digital
Learning Day is recognized;

Whereas laws must sufficiently protect the
personal information of students as data be-
comes a form of currency;

Whereas, without sufficient safeguards,
student information could end up in the
hands of criminals or other bad actors
around the world;
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Whereas Digital Learning Day highlights
the many ways in which technology can en-
hance the classroom experience;

Whereas teachers and schools use tech-
nology and digital information in innovative
ways that benefit students;

Whereas schools use electronic records to
update student information and transfer
electronic records from one school to an-
other school; and

Whereas it is important to maintain stu-
dent privacy and ensure the data is stored
safely and securely: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That Congress rec-
ognizes—

(1) the benefits of digital learning and
the importance of student privacy; and

(2) that policies should safeguard student
data and encourage innovative educational
technologies.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3295. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms.
CANTWELL, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, to provide for the
modernization of the energy policy of the
United States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3296. Mr. McCCONNELL (for Mr. JOHN-
SON) proposed an amendment to the bill S.
2109, to direct the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency to de-
velop an integrated plan to reduce adminis-
trative costs under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, and for other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3295. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself,
Ms. CANTWELL, and Ms. MURKOWSKI)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 2953 pro-
posed by Ms. MURKOWSKI to the bill S.
2012, to provide for the modernization
of the energy policy of the United
States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle E of title IV, add the
following:

SEC. 44 . NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL.

(a) NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE
FUND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1049 of title 54,
United States Code (as amended by section
5001(a)), is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“§104909. National Park Centennial Chal-
lenge Fund

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to establish a fund in the Treasury—

‘(1) to finance signature projects and pro-
grams to enhance the National Park System
as the centennial of the National Park Sys-
tem approaches in 2016; and

‘“(2) to prepare the System for another cen-
tury of conservation, preservation, and en-
joyment.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) CHALLENGE FUND.—The term ‘Chal-
lenge Fund’ means the National Park Cen-
tennial Challenge Fund established by sub-
section (c)(1).

““(2) QUALIFIED DONATION.—The term ‘quali-
fied donation’ means a cash donation or the
pledge of a cash donation guaranteed by an
irrevocable letter of credit to the Service
that the Secretary certifies is to be used for
a signature project or program.
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‘“(3) SIGNATURE PROJECT OR PROGRAM.—The
term ‘signature project or program’ means
any project or program identified by the Sec-
retary as a project or program that would
further the purposes of the System or any
System unit.

“(c) NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL CHAL-
LENGE FUND.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States a fund,
to be known as the ‘National Park Centen-
nial Challenge Fund’.

‘“(2) DEPOSITS.—The Challenge Fund shall
consist of—

““(A) qualified donations that are trans-
ferred from the Service donation account, in
accordance with subsection (e)(1); and

‘(B) such amounts as are appropriated
from the general fund of the Treasury, in ac-
cordance with subsection (e)(2).

““(3) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts in the Chal-
lenge Fund shall—

““(A) be available to the Secretary for sig-
nature projects and programs under this
title, without further appropriation; and

“(B) remain available until expended.

“(d) SIGNATURE PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS.—

‘(1) DEVELOPMENT OF LIST.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
section, the Secretary shall develop a list of
signature projects and programs eligible for
funding from the Challenge Fund.

‘“(2) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on
Appropriations and Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committees on
Appropriations and Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives the list developed
under paragraph (1).

‘“(3) UPDATES.—Subject to the notice re-
quirements under paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary may add any signature project or pro-
gram to the list developed under paragraph
Q).

‘“(e) DONATIONS AND MATCHING FEDERAL
FUNDS.—

‘(1) QUALIFIED DONATIONS.—The Secretary
may transfer any qualified donations to the
Challenge Fund.

‘(2) MATCHING AMOUNT.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated to the Challenge
Fund for each fiscal year through fiscal year
2020 an amount equal to the amount of quali-
fied donations received for the fiscal year.

¢“(3) SOLICITATION.—Nothing in this section
expands any authority of the Secretary, the
Service, or any employee of the Service to
receive or solicit donations.

“(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall provide with the submission of the
budget of the President to Congress for each
fiscal year a report on the status and funding
of the signature projects and programs.’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections affected for title 54, United States
Code (as amended by section 5001(b)), is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 104908 the following:
¢§104909. National Park Centennial Chal-

lenge Fund.”.

(b) SECOND CENTURY ENDOWMENT FOR THE
NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
1011 of title 54, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 101121. SECOND CENTURY ENDOWMENT
FOR THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Park
Foundation shall establish an endowment, to
be known as the ‘Second Century Endow-
ment for the National Park System’ (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘Endowment’).

““(b) CAMPAIGN.—To further the mission of
the Service, the National Park Foundation
may undertake a campaign to fund the En-
dowment through gifts, devises, or bequests,
in accordance with section 101113.
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